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Dear Mineral County School District Family:  

Since March of 2020, our community, state and nation have been dealing with extraordinary challenges 

as a result of COVID-19. The unknowns surrounding this pandemic led to many school closures across 

our nation. Almost one year following the initial closure, MCSD, along with many other school districts 

in Nevada, are now able to fully open their doors and welcome all students back to the classroom. This 

return will not come without a few complications as we continued to balance state and federal mask 

regulations, as well as social distancing requirements. As we now begin to prepare for the 2021-2022 

school year, I am pleased to report that our state has made great strides in moving forward towards fully 

opened status for the upcoming school year. We also anticipate a full return to athletic competitions and 

the ability of our parents and communities to support our student athletes in their games. In addition, as 

you review the forthcoming districts reopening plan, you will note that while we continue to emphasize 

the importance of cleaning protocols, hand washing and sanitizing, as well as the essential need to stay 

home when ill, the wearing of masks will transition from a requirement, to being an optional choice for 

students and staff. We may be faced with challenges this fall should a resurgence in cases occur. 

However, we are confident that as we work as a community and within our schools, we can continue to 

provide an environment that is safe for all to be present and participate. As a community, MCSD has 

faced a few challenges in the past and are now ready to move forward stronger as a solid team. I am so 

excited to welcome our students back to school this fall and to serve proudly as you’re newly appointed 

Superintendent.  

 

Kind regards,  

Andre’ L. Ponder, Superintendent  



 

                                                   

Mineral County School District 
 
Belief Statement 
 
The Mineral County Board of Trustees believes in being united in 
working for the best education possible for our children. 
 
The District believes it is important to instill in our children a pride in 
our District and the education they receive here; and to prepare our 
students to compete in today’s society. 
 
Vision Statement 
 
The vision of Mineral County School District is to become the best 
system where graduates can be competitive for any degree or job they 
pursue.    
 
 
Schoolwide Theme 
 
“Teamwork makes the Dream Work” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Welcome to the 2021 – 2022 School Year! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff Orientation Schedule 
August 18-20, 2021 

 
Wednesday, August 18, 2021 – New Teacher Orientation 

New teachers and/or staff members are to first report to Human Resources in the District 
Administration building to complete their onboarding paperwork. New teachers should then report 
to Hawthorne Elementary School Computer Lab. New teachers and/or staff members may also 
contact Crystal Sasser to schedule a “Meet and Greet” with the Superintendent. 
     

Thursday, August 19, 2021 – All Teachers Return 
7:30am – 8:30am Staff breakfast at Hawthorne Elementary Cafeteria  
    (During breakfast – Presentation made by Early Leadership Institute) 
8:30am  Superintendents “State of the District” Address 
8:45am  Introduction of our Board Members 

Introduction of New Teachers and Staff Members  
                                  Hope Blinco, HR – Classified Staff 
                                  Stephanie Keuhey – HES Principal 
   Lance West – SES Principal  
9:00am  Union Presidents Message to Staff  
9:15am  Key Note Speaker - Dr. Da’ Mont Holt 
                                  “Higher Ground…Reach, Transforms, Elevate” 
1:00pm – 2:00pm Lunch (On your own) 
2:00pm – 3:00pm Safety Presentation (Sheriff Randy Adams and Fire Chief Chris Lawrence) 
3:00pm  Time to work in office or classrooms  
 

Friday, August 20, 2021 – Teacher Room Preparation Day 
No meetings scheduled 

 
Monday, August 23, 2021 – First Day of School for Students 

 
Wednesday, August 25, 2021 – Grade Level Assembly “No Limit” 

Location and schedule forthcoming, please plan accordingly 
 

 



 

 
“A good head and good heart are always a formidable combination. But when you add to 

that a literate tongue or pen, then you have something very special.” 
Nelson Mandela 

 
 MEETING NORMS 

 
• Arrive on time, End on time.  

 
• Silence all cell phones. 

 
• Avoid sidebar conversations. 

 
• Respect the comments, questions and concerns of others.  

 
• Abide by group decisions and support those decisions with professional 

behavior. 
 

• Maintain healthy humor, celebrate and laugh together. 
 

• Equity of voice. 
 

CORE PRINCIPLES 
 
 POSITIVE ATTITUDE 

 
 OPEN MINDED 

 
 TEAMWORK 

 
 PROFESSIONALISM 

 
 TONE OF DECENCY 

 
 RESPECT 

 
 HONOR THE CODE OF ETHICS 

 
 USE THE CHAIN OF COMMAND   



 

*Board of Trustees* 
 

President    Keith Neville 
Vice President  Tyler Viani 
Clerk    Kathryn Castagnola 
Trustee    Juanita Diede 
Trustee    Candice Birchum 

 
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” 

Nelson Mandela 
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